
Christmas Cantata                      ‘Come Let Us Worship the King’
     Arranged by: Russell Mauldin

                                   Susan Brandt, Director Brian O’Roark, Narrator

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer
“Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  Amen.”

*Doxology Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him all creatures here below. Praise Him above ye
heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

*Dismissing Hymn No. 136                 ‘The First Noel’                          (Verses 1-2, 6)

*Benediction

Postlude ‘Hark! The Herald Angels Sing’                      ~ Mendelssohn

We’re glad you joined us for worship today! We invite you to place your financial
tithes and offerings in the basket in the back of the sanctuary before or following

service.  Thank you for placing the Bibles, hymnals and attendance books back on the
chairs.  Thank you.
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“Join us for a drink of Living Water”

December 17, 2023
The Third Sunday in Advent

We welcome you to the worship of God Almighty this Lord’s Day. It is our intention to bring glory and honor to Him. God
enters our time of worship and we remember this time belongs to Him.                         Your Worship Commission

*Please stand, if you are able.
Nursery for children infant to 4 yrs. old is available upstairs in the Christian Education Wing (please see Usher for directions)

Meditation
"But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come
forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.
Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has given birth; then the rest of his
brothers shall return to the people of Israel. And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the
Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth."          ~ Micah 5:2-4 (ESV)

Westminster Chimes and Announcements

Opening Prayer

Prelude ‘Sussex Carol’                        ~  Traditional English Carol

The Lighting of the Third Advent Candle The Sutton Family

*Call to Worship (based on Luke 1:46-50) Jud Herter, Lay Assistant
Leader: Our souls magnify the Lord!
People: Our spirits rejoice in God our Savior!
Leader: The mighty One has done great things for us!
People: Holy is God’s name!
Leader: Let us worship God.
People: For God is our Maker and our Redeemer; from generation to generation

God gives mercy.

*Hymn No. 131   ‘Angels from the Realms of Glory’        (verses 1-2)

*Praise Songs ‘Angels We Have Heard On High’
        ‘What Child Is This?’

Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession (In unison)
Merciful God, always with us, always coming: We confess that we do not know how to
prepare for your Advent. We have forgotten how to hope in miracles; we have ignored
the promise of your kingdom; we get distracted by all the busyness of this season.
Forgive us, God. Grant us the simple wonder of the shepherds, the intelligent courage of
the Magi, and the patient faith of Mary and Joseph, that we may journey with them to
Bethlehem and find the good news of a child born for us. Now, in the quiet of our hearts,
we ask you to make us ready for his coming. Amen. . . (silent prayers of confession)

Assurance of Pardon

*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be world without end. Amen.

* Affirmation of Faith  from The Westminster Confession of Faith
                                                    Chapter 14 on Saving Faith
The gift of faith makes it possible for the souls of the elect to be saved by

believing in Jesus Christ. This gift is the work of the Spirit of Christ in the hearts of the
elect and is ordinarily accomplished by the ministry of the word. It is also increased and
strengthened by the word, by prayer, and by the administration of the sacraments.


